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Biographies
Gil Alterovitz, PhD, FACMI is the inaugural Director of Artificial Intelligence
at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Based in the Office of Research and Development, Dr. Gil
Alterovitz is working on leveraging health data for AI as well as building AI research and development
capacity. He was one of the core authors of White House Office of Science Technology and
Policy’s The National AI R&D Strategic Plan from 2019. He is also a professor at Harvard Medical
School and core faculty at the Computational Health Informatics Program, Boston Children’s Hospital.
In addition to over 50 publications and 3 books, he has led international projects and has mentored
scholars and students from around the world. Earlier this year, he was selected for the Fed100 Award
for “Getting government ready for AI” for his work as a White House Presidential Innovation Fellow.He
has spearheaded the “AI-able Data Ecosystem” Pilot, creating a new approach for public-private
collaborations with personnel/resources across a dozen agencies and working with companies
internationally. This work was recognized with via the 2019 Government Innovation Awards for Public
Service Innovations. The results of this project were presented at and are feeding into national initiatives
at, among others, the White House and federal agency Chief Information Officers Council

José Arrieta, MBA is the former Chief Information Officer and Chief Data Officer of
the United States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). He brings over 17 years expertise
in technology management, innovation, policy, small business, and enterprise solutions to facilitate
operational delivery. He has deep experience in all phases of Federal operations focused on delivering
national programs within the Federal Government, private industry, and academia. He is a respected
leader in applying emerging technologies utilizing modern infrastructure including blockchain, artificial
intelligence, machine learning and robotic process automation, to Federal business processes and
mission critical program challenges. Jose has published several articles on the importance of
communicating with the industrial base to ensure successful business outcomes. He has also written
articles on valuing disruptive technologies from a private sector investor perspective. He is actively
engaged in the academic community, and currently serves at Johns Hopkins University as an Adjunct
Professor focused on Artificial intelligence, Blockchain, Business Management, and supply chain. He
is also an advisor to the Dean of the Kogod Business School at American University and provides
guidance on the creation of a data science lab that is exploring the use of blockchain and artificial
intelligence. He has pushed for a broader policy view in the USG of artificial intelligence, blockchain
technology and created government-wide communities focused on identifying blockchain use cases and
best practices. Jose led the rapid creation of the largest public health surveillance capability that serves
all 50 states and 6 territories in the COVID 19 response effort. He also led an effort to deliver the first
enterprise grade supervised machine learning capability to help more accurately distribute lab supplies
and predict COVID 19 hot spots across the United States during the COVID 19 pandemic. Before
leaving HHS Jose established a shared public private key infrastructure at HHS leveraging distributed
ledger technology to create a demand signal as well for the COVID 19 response. Jose founded a
company in October of 2020 called Imagineeer and currently teaches at Johns Hopkins University.
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Andrew Auerbach, MD, MPH is Professor of Medicine at the University of
California San Francisco School of Medicine, in the Division of Hospital Medicine, where he is the
Chair of the Clinical Content Oversight Committee for UCSF Health, the operational group responsible
for developing and implementing electronic health record tools across the UCSF Health enterprise. Dr.
Auerbach is a widely recognized leader in Hospital Medicine, having authored or co-authored the
seminal research describing effects of hospital medicine systems on patient outcomes, costs, and care
quality. He leads a 13-hospital research collaborative focused on new discoveries in healthcare delivery
models in acute care settings and continues an active research mentoring program at UCSF.

Elise Berliner, PhD

is the Director of the Technology Assessment Program at the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). The Technology Assessment Program provides
technology assessments to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to inform Medicare
coverage decisions and other policy issues. Prior to joining AHRQ, Dr. Berliner worked as a consultant
to pharmaceutical and medical device companies on cost-effectiveness and outcomes research,
technology assessment and reimbursement planning. Dr. Berliner also has several years of experience in
research and development at a number of innovative medical technology companies. She was a
Congressional Fellow at the Office of Technology Assessment. Dr. Berliner received her Ph.D. in
biophysics from Brandeis University.

Terrie Cowley

is the President and Co-founder of The TMJ Association. Ms. Cowley
received a B.A. from Millsap College, Jackson, MS in the field political science. She also attended
Harvard University in which she studied government affairs. A longtime TMJ sufferer whose personal
and intimate knowledge of the plight of the patient motivates a commitment to resolve any disconnect
between scientific research findings and current treatment practices. Ms. Cowley’s enduring work and
dedication has been instrumental in increasing awareness of the needs of TMJ patients among key groups,
including the public, patients, healthcare providers, policy-makers, Congress, the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) and media. Ms. Cowley has served as a FDA patient representative since 2000. With her
leadership, The TMJ Association’s mission is to improve the care and treatment of those affected by
TMD through fostering research and education with the ultimate aim of preventing these craniofacial
problems.

Pierre D’Haese, PhD

Inspired by the death of his grandfather, businessman and undiagnosed Parkinsonian, who kept telling him that his tremor was just fatigue from his long days of work,
Pierre-Francois D'Haese has been obsessed to find a way to use technology to provide patients with the
proper treatment. After two master’s degrees in Electrical Engineering and Business Administration,
D’Haese conceived and became the key architect of the CranialCloud system as part of his Ph.D. He cofounded Neurotargeting in 2007 and successfully secured a five-years funding from the NIH to translate
this technology to create a product that would impact patient care. To date, his vision led to the largest
and most efficient system to index data from patients suffering from brain disorders, such as Parkinson's
or Epilepsy. This system has been distributed globally and connects expert centers across the world to
use experience gathered from past patients to guide the therapy of future ones. Besides his role as the
CEO of Neurotargeting, Pierre D’Haese holds a faculty position at Vanderbilt University as Research
Assistant Professor in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, as well as in Neurological Surgery.
No matter what position he is in, Pierre-Francois D’Haese always thrives on being a visionary leader in
the neurology space so that progress never ceases to happen, making the brain disorders more and more
bearable for the patients and their families.
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Matthew Diamond, MD, PhD serves as Chief Medical Officer for Digital
Health at FDA’s Center for Devices and Radiologic Health. In this role, Dr. Diamond leads a multidisciplinary team of physicians, scientists, and engineers developing FDA policy on emerging
technologies. He regularly provides consultation within and outside of the agency on digital health
products, and he serves on center, agency, and international working groups, including on medical
software standards and artificial intelligence. Dr. Diamond brings experience from his work at large and
small technology companies, including as Chief Medical Officer at Nokia, and as Medical Director at
Fossil Group and the startup Misfit Wearables. As Vice Chair of the Consumer Technology Association
(CTA) Health & Fitness Technology Board, Dr. Diamond promoted public health applications of mobile
technology, and he established an ANSI-accredited standardization committee to develop standards in
digital health for wellness-related devices and apps.

Mark Drezde, PhD is the John C Malone Associate Professor of Computer Science at
Johns Hopkins University. He is affiliated with the Malone Center for Engineering in Healthcare, the
Center for Language and Speech Processing, among others. He holds a secondary appointment in the
Department of Health Sciences Informatics in the School of Medicine. He obtained his PhD from the
University of Pennsylvania in 2009. Prof. Dredze’s research develops statistical models of language with
applications to social media analysis, public health and clinical informatics. Within Natural Language
Processing he focuses on statistical methods for information extraction but has considered a wide range
of NLP tasks, including syntax, semantics, sentiment and spoke language processing. His work in public
health includes tobacco control, vaccination, infectious disease surveillance, mental health, drug use, and
gun violence prevention. He also develops new methods for clinical NLP on medical records. Beyond
publications in core areas of computer science, Prof. Dredze has pioneered new applications in public
health informatics. He has published widely in health journals including the Journal of the American
Medical Association (JAMA), the American Journal of Preventative Medicine (AJPM), Vaccine, and
the Journal of the American Medical Informatics Association (JAMIA). His work is regularly covered by
major media outlets, including NPR, the New York Times and CNN.

Vasant Honavar, PhD received his Ph.D.

in 1990 from the University of Wisconsin
Madison, specializing in Artificial Intelligence. Honavar is currently a Professor of Information Sciences
and Technology (IST), Computer Science and Engineering, Bioinformatics and Genomics, Neuroscience
and Operations Research at Pennsylvania State University. He currently holds the Edward Frymoyer
Endowed Chair of IST. He is also the founding Director of the Center for Big Data Analytics and
Discovery Informatics, Associate Director of the Institute for Cyberscience, Co-Director of the NIHfunded Biomedical Data Sciences PhD program, and Informatics lead (research) for the NIH-funded
Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute. In 2016, Honavar was appointed as the Sudha Murty
Distinguished Visiting Chair of Neurocomputing and Data Science at the Indian Institute of Science.

Michaela Iorga, PhD is the Senior Security Technical Lead for Cloud Computing
with the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and the Co-chair of NIST Cloud
Computing Security and Cloud Computing Forensic Science Working Groups. Michaela is a
recognized expert in cloud computing, information security risk assessment, information assurance and
ad-hoc mobile networks. In her role at NIST, she works with industry, academia, and other government
stakeholders to develop and disseminate vendor-neutral cybersecurity standards and guidelines that
meet national priorities. Dr. Iorga’s current work includes the development of security, privacy and
forensic specifications and guidelines that support the widespread adoption of cloud, IoT and blockchain
technologies.
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Charles Kaminski is an Enterprise Architect for the Risk and Business Analytics division
of RELX, which includes LexisNexis Risk Solutions and Reed Business Information (RBI). Charles has
assisted with market development and acquisitions for a diverse set of industries and geographies in the
areas of data analytics. He is an inventor on more than 30 patents in the field. Before joining the RELX
family of companies, Charles founded DataScout, Inc., a company dedicated to identifying and tracking
digital assets online. Charles started working with blockchain in 2010, writing some of the first parsers
for Bitcoin's transaction protocol. Charles continues to contribute to the blockchain community and
assists numerous companies with their blockchain strategies. Charles began his career at NASA in the
Solar System Exploration Division at Johnson Space Center and is an enthusiastic pilot.

Patrick Lilley, PhD has spent the last 25 years driving growth and innovation in
software, healthcare, big data, and wireless. He was founding CEO of three venture-backed companies
and a senior executive of a fourth, all with greater than 10X shareholder returns that total nearly $500
million. He turned around divisions of two public software companies, converting them from declining
businesses to profitable, high growth. Patrick is inventor of over 75 patents and trade secrets in
bioinformatics, diagnostic biomarkers, signal processing, artificial intelligence, and specialized
algorithms. He has guest lectured at CalTech, MIT, Stanford, Berkeley, and USC. Patrick holds a B.A.
in Economics and an MBA specializing in quantitative finance, both from University of California,
Irvine.

Danica Marinac-Dabic, MD, PhD, MMSc, FISPE serves as
the Associate Director of the Office of Clinical Evidence and Analysis, at the FDA, Center for Devices
and Radiological Health (CDRH). Prior to this position she was the Director of the CDRH Division of
Epidemiology. Under her leadership, in 2010 FDA/CDRH launched its MDEpiNet Initiative. Dr.
Marinac-Dabic also led the development of the International Consortium of Orthopedic Registries
Initiative; International Consortium of Cardiac Registries and International Consortium of Vascular
Registries. From 2015-2018 she led the Registry Working Group at the International Medical Device
Regulators Forum to develop series of essential principles for international convergence of registrygenerated data for regulatory decision making. Since 2017, she leads the PCORTF- funded effort to
establish Women’s Health Coordinated Registry Network for addressing clinical questions on devices,
therapies, and their combinations for the treatment of uterine fibroids, pelvic floor disorders and female
sterilization. She is a Fellow of the International Society of Pharmaco-epidemiology and Therapeutic
Risk Management, Member of the Executive Operations Committee of the MDEpiNet, Member of the
Steering Committee of Transcatheter Valve Therapies Registry, National Breast Implants Registry and
Oxford-based IDEAL Collaborative, EXCITE International Collaborative and International Consortium
of Breast Registry Activities. Prior to coming to FDA, she garnered experience in obstetrics,
gynecology, and epidemiology in the academic and hospital settings as well as teaching experience in
academic environment.

Bakul Patel, MSEE, MBA is the Director of Digital Health Division, at the Center
for Devices and Radiological Health, at the FDA. He is responsible for providing leadership,
development, implementing, execution, management and setting strategic direction and regulatory policy
and coordinate scientific efforts for digital health, software and emerging technologies. Mr. Patel, in
2013, created the term “software as a medical device” (SaMD) and under his leadership the International
Medical Device Regulators Forum (IMDRF) established the globally harmonized definition of SaMD.
Mr. Patel subsequently led global regulators at IMDRF to create and author the globally harmonized
regulatory framework for SaMD documents. Mr. Patel is the FDA liaison between the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) and the Office of the National Coordinator (ONC). Prior to joining
FDA, he held key leadership positions in the telecommunications industry, semiconductor capital
equipment industry, wireless industry and information technology industry. He earned an MS in
Electronic Systems Engineering from the University of Regina, Canada, and an MBA in International
Business from The Johns Hopkins University.
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Carolyn Rosé, PhD

is a Professor of Language Technologies and Human-Computer
Interaction in the School of Computer Science at Carnegie Mellon University and a research consultant
for the National Institute of Health, in the Epidemiology and Biostatistics section of the Rehabilitation
Medicine department. Her research program focuses on computational modeling of discourse to enable
scientific understanding the social and pragmatic nature of conversational interactions of all forms, as
well as clinical information extraction from medical records and social media. Her research group’s
highly interdisciplinary work, published in over 260 peer reviewed publications, is represented in the top
venues of 5 fields: namely, Language Technologies, Learning Sciences, Cognitive Science, Educational
Technology, and Human-Computer Interaction, with awards in 3 of these fields. She is a Past President
and Inaugural Fellow of the International Society of the Learning Sciences, Senior member of IEEE,
Founding Chair of the International Alliance to Advance Learning in the Digital Era, and Co-Editor-inChief of the International Journal of Computer-Supported Collaborative Learning. She also serves as a
2020-2021 AAAS Fellow under the Leshner Institute for Public Engagement with Science, with a focus
on public engagement with Artificial Intelligence.

Anindita (Annie) Saha

is the Assistant Director for the Digital Health Center of
Excellence (DHCoE) at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Center for Devices and Radiological
Health (CDRH). Ms. Saha is leading the development of partnerships, regulatory science, strategic
planning, and operations for the newly formed DHCoE to empower stakeholders to empower digital
health stakeholders in advancing healthcare. Additionally, Annie helped incubate and continues to
support CDRH’s patient science and engagement efforts to advance the science and adoption of patient
input as evidence, including patient preference information (PPI), clinical outcome assessments (COAs)
including patient-reported outcomes (PROs), and patient-generated health data (PGD). These efforts
include researching the use of digital health technologies to capture the patient perspective. Previously,
Annie was the Director of Partnerships to Advance Innovation and Regulatory Science (PAIRS) where
she oversaw a broad program portfolio, supporting a number of strategic partnership and regulatory
science programs for CDRH. This included relationship with the Medical Device Consortium and other
public-private partnerships, Network of Experts, Critical Path, and technology transfer. Ms. Saha began
her FDA career as a researcher in the CDRH’s Office of Science and Engineering Laboratories in the
Division of Imaging and Applied Mathematics in the area of imaging display technologies before moving
to EEP to coordinate Critical Path and Regulatory Science activities for the Center. Ms. Saha has a
Bachelor of Science in Bioengineering and Minor in History from the University of Pittsburgh. She was
a student researcher at the McGowan Institute for Regenerative Medicine working in tissue engineering
and wound healing.

Art Sedrakyan, MD, PhD is a tenured professor at Weill Cornell Medicine and
directs the Institute for Health Technologies and Interventions. The institute is the academic home of the
Medical Device Epidemiology Network’s (MDEpiNet) Coordinating, Science and Infrastructure Center.
Dr. Sedrakyan directs the Center and is the initiator (with FDA) of major national and international
coordinated registry networks (CRN) that form the backbone of MDEpiNet along with many publicprivate partnerships. He is a trained CT surgeon and a graduate of Johns Hopkins University with Ph.D
in Health Policy and Management. He was a senior adviser at FDA and had appointments as senior service
officer/senior adviser at the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. Prior to appointments at DHHS
he worked in the United Kingdom as a faculty at Royal College of Surgeons (RCS) of England and London
School of Hygiene. He is currently serving as a ranking member and was previously the Vice-Chair of
Medicare Evidence Development & Coverage Advisory Committee (MEDCAC). He is the Vice-Chair of
the IDEAL initiative with leadership area in devices. Since January 2017 he is serving as a specialist
advisor for Australian Therapeutic Good Administration (TGA) and Honorary Professor at UNSW Big
Data Centre where he helped establish Australian MDEpiNet Center. Since May 2019 he is serving as a
Co-Editor-In-Chief the ‘BMJ Surgery, Interventions &Health Technologies’ (BMJ-SIT).
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Fadia T. Shaya, MPH, PhD

is a tenured Professor in the Department of
Pharmaceutical Health Services Research at the University of Maryland (UMB) School of Pharmacy, and
a member of the Maryland-FDA Center for Excellence in Regulatory Science, and the Executive Director
of the Behavioral Health Research and Policy Program and Director of the Center on Drugs and Public
Policy. She is an elected member of the Board of Directors at AcademyHealth, serves on study sections
at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Agency for Health Care Quality Research, and has
served as a member of the Pharmaceutical Science and Clinical Pharmacology Advisory Committee at the
FDA. She is co-Director of the Bioinformatics Core and she heads all Dissemination and Implementation
initiatives in the Institute of Clinical and Translational Research, within the UMB-Johns Hopkins NIHfunded Clinical and Translational Science Award. She serves on the Editorial Advisory Boards and is a
referee for peer-reviewed journals such as Circulation, The Lancet, The Lancet Diabetes, The Lancet
Infectious Disease, Health Affairs and Archives of Internal Medicine. She has reviewed over 500 papers
and published over 250 articles. Dr. Shaya, an epidemiologist by training, holds a PhD from the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, and a doctoral health economics degree from the Sorbonne
University Paris-IX Dauphine in France; she has completed her post-doctoral training at the UMB School
of Pharmacy. She holds a BSc in Biology-Chemistry and a Masters of Public Health from the American
University of Beirut.

Eliot Siegel, MD is Professor and Vice Chair of Radiology at the University of Maryland
School of Medicine, and Chief of Radiology and Nuclear Medicine for the Veterans Affairs Maryland
Healthcare System. He has adjunct appointments as Professor of Bioengineering as Professor of Computer
Science at the University of Maryland undergraduate campuses. Under his guidance, the Baltimore VA
became the first filmless healthcare enterprise in the world. He has written over 300 articles/book chapters
about PACS and digital imaging, and has edited numerous books on the topic, including Filmless
Radiology and Security Issues in the Digital Medical Enterprise. Dr. Siegel has won numerous awards at
the University of Maryland including medical school mentor of the year. He has been named as overall
Radiology Researcher of the Year and Educator of the year. Dr. Siegel has also been selected by the
editorial board of Medical Imaging as one of the top radiologists in the US on multiple occasions. Eliot
worked at the NCI where he created the National Cancer Imaging Archive, AIM and other initiatives. He
was symposium chairman for the SPIE Medical Imaging Meeting, served as chair of Publications for SIIM
and is a fellow by the ACR and SIIM. He served as chairman of the RSNA's Medical Imaging Resource
Committee. Dr. Siegel also worked with the IBM “Jeopardy” team. He is currently co-chair of the
Conference on Machine Intelligence in Medical Imaging (C-MIMI). His areas of interest and
responsibility at both the local and national levels include digital imaging and PACS, telemedicine, the
electronic medical record, and informatics and artificial intelligence in medicine.

Vahan Simonyan, MS, PhD

has a scientific background in Chemistry, Physics
and Mathematics, Nanotechnology and Quantum Statistical Thermodynamics, Biotechnology and
Biomedical Informatics. He currently serves as a Senior director of Bioinformatics at the CRISPR
Therapeutics, Chief Scientist at the WHISE consortium and as a Professor of biostatistics and
Bioinformatics at the George Washington University. Vahan is a prolific author of publications in physics,
chemistry, quantum chemistry, nanotechnology, biotechnology, population dynamics, and bioinformatics.
His accomplishments in academic and R&D technology carriers have been complemented with the
success of technology leadership and executive roles at NIH and FDA where he established large-scale
and complex, science-heavy R&D infrastructures.
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James E. Tcheng, MD is a Professor of Medicine in the Division of Cardiology and
Professor of Informatics in the Department of Community and Family Medicine at Duke University in
Durham, NC. He is an active interventional cardiologist along with being faculty of the Duke Clinical
Research Institute (DCRI) and the Duke Center for Health Informatics (DCHI). He serves as Director of
the Duke Cardiovascular Databank, Director of Performance Improvement for the Duke Heart Center,
Chief Medical Information Officer for the Duke Heart Network, and Chair of the American College of
Cardiology Informatics and Health Information Technology committee. His current work focuses on
informatics, specifically the harmonizing of clinical definitions of cardiovascular clinical data elements
and the development of structured reporting across academia, regulatory agencies, the life sciences
industry, professional societies, and standards organizations, to improve the capture, communication,
interoperability, and analysis of healthcare information.

Martha (Marti) Velezis, MPH, MS is an independent consultant with over
twenty years of experience in standards development and implementation, project management,
enterprise architecture and business analysis. She serves as a Unique Device Identification (UDI)
technical expert and works with manufacturers and international regulatory agencies and authorities to
improve the adoption of UDI across the device product lifecycle. Her current work focuses technical
support for UDI requirements development and analysis, data modeling, data standards development in
Health Level Seven (HL7), as well as support for the MDEpiNet Coordinated Registry Networks (CRNs)
for the Food and Drug Administration’s Center for Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH).

Yelena Yesha, MSc, PHS is a tenured Distinguished University Professor at the
Department of Computer Science and Electrical Engineering at the University of Maryland, Baltimore
County. She is also the Director of the National Science Foundation Center for Accelerated Real Time
Analytics (CARTA). She received her B.Sc. degrees in Computer Science and in Applied Mathematics
from York University, Toronto, Canada, in 1984, and her M.Sc. degree and Ph.D. degree in Computer
Science from The Ohio State University in 1986 and 1989, respectively. She has published 11 books as
author or editor, and more than 170 papers in prestigious refereed journals and refereed conference
proceedings and has been awarded external funding in a total amount exceeding 40 million dollars.
Dr. Yesha is currently working with leading industrial companies and government agencies on new
innovative technology in the areas of cybersecurity and big data analytics with applications to electronic
commerce, climate change and health. Dr. Yesha is a fellow of the IBM Centre for Advanced Studies.
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