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William Maisel, MD, MPH is the Director of the Office of Product Evaluation and 
Quality and Chief Medical Officer at FDA’s Center for Devices and Radiological 
Health (CDRH). He is responsible for providing leadership in the development, 
implementation, execution, management and direction of the Center’s broad national 
and international premarket, postmarket and compliance programs. Prior to joining 
FDA, Dr. Maisel was Associate Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School with 
more than 15 years of clinical experience as a Board-certified cardiologist. He is former 
Chair of the FDA Circulatory System Medical Device Advisory Committee and is a 
former member of the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services Coverage Advisory 
Committee.  Dr. Maisel received his undergraduate degree in biology from MIT, his 
medical degree from Cornell Medical College, and his Masters in Public Health from 

the Harvard School of Public Health.  He has published more than 120 research manuscripts, book chapters, 
and scientific abstracts on regulatory science, device innovation, and medical device safety and effectiveness.   
 

CAPT Raquel Peat, PhD, MPH is a microbiologist and an Officer in the United States 
Public Health Service (USPHS). CAPT Peat has over 25 years of experience as a 
technical and regulatory expert, and as a manager and leader, in a variety of areas 
including drugs, medical devices and tobacco products. She is stationed at the Food and 
Drug Administration, as the Director for the Office of Health Technology 6: Office of 
Orthopedic Devices in the Office of Product Evaluation and Quality, Center for Devices 
and Radiological Health (CDRH) and that office will be responsible for regulating 
orthopedic devices for premarket and postmarket activities in a Total Product Life Cycle 
organization. Prior to this position, she was the Director for the Division of Premarket 
and Labeling Compliance, in the Office of Compliance, in CDRH where she is in charge 
of enforcing premarket and postmarket requirements, as well as promotion, advertising 
and labeling requirements for medical devices. She has served in multiple scientific, 

regulatory and leadership positions in the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research and the Center for 
Tobacco Products. She has participated in multiple deployments, to include those for hurricanes Irma, Maria, 
Sandy, Gustav, Katrina and Rita; the Washington, DC lead screening; and those for TOPOFF I and III 
exercises.  She has received her degrees; Doctor of Philosophy and Bachelor of Science from University of 
Maryland, Master of Science from Johns Hopkins University and Master of Public Health from George 
Washington University.  
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Flora Sandra Siami, MPH, brings 25 years of experience in corporate management, 
clinical and RWE research, and strategy and business development to her role as senior 
vice president of NESTcc. Ms. Siami guides the strategy and operations for NESTcc 
programs to advance the goals of stakeholders including patients, providers, payers, 
industry, regulators, and others. She also leads NESTcc’s efforts to become a trusted 
platform in the timely generation of real-world evidence (RWE) and a key partner in 
solving pre- and post-market challenges in the medical technology space. Prior to 
joining NESTcc, Ms. Siami served as staff vice president of Clinical Research, 
Regulatory Affairs, and Quality Assurance at HealthCore, Inc. In this role, Ms. Siami 
led the Clinical Research business unit that directed early- and late-phase trials utilizing 
the real-world data ecosystem, with a specific interest in rare, orphan, and underserved 
diseases, as well as pediatric, elderly, and minority populations. She also oversaw the 

business unit’s pharmacovigilance and medical device activities, quality system administration, and domestic 
and international regulatory affairs efforts in 31 countries. She served in leadership positions for 15 years at 
New England Research Institutes, Inc., including as the scientific integrity officer, and oversaw the NERI 
Institutional Review Board. In addition, Ms. Siami has a proven history in leading multi-stakeholder 
collaborations for clinical and regulatory decision-making in the medical device industry. She has given over 
45 scientific presentations and has over 50 publications in major medical journals and book chapters. Ms. 
Siami received her BS from Vanderbilt University and MPH from George Washington University. 
 
 

Dure Kim, PharmD joins MDIC as a Research Scientist for the NEST Coordinating 
Center. Dure brings experiences in research project management, health services 
research, and real-world evidence. Prior to MDIC, he was a Postdoctoral Fellow in 
Comparative Effectiveness Research and Patient Centered Outcomes Research at the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore. In his fellowship training, he was responsible for 
managing the Comparative Effectiveness Research Certificate Program and was 
engaged in a variety of research projects using secondary data sources. 

 

 

Kevin Haynes, PharmD, MSCE is a Principal Scientist at HealthCore, Inc. and 
Adjunct Scholar and an Adjunct Assistant Professor of Epidemiology at the Center for 
Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the University of Pennsylvania Perelman 
School of Medicine. Dr. Haynes has over 17 years of experience in clinical pharmacy, 
clinical research, clinical epidemiology, pharmacoepidemiology, surveillance, medical 
informatics, and project management.  He began at HealthCore, Inc in summer of 2014 
and is currently leading several data integration outreach activities with PCORnet 
partners. He has had extensive collaborations with the Food and Drug Association and 
serves as a Data Core Co-Lead on the Sentinel Initiative since 2013 and HealthCore’s 
site PI since 2016. He is a funded PCORI investigator with two projects focused on data 
linkage within PCORnet. Dr. Haynes has extensive experience in collaborating with 
multiple investigators on pharmacoepidemiology and comparative effectiveness 

research projects. Dr. Haynes is a Fellow with the International Society of Pharmacoepidemiology and fosters 
active research collaborations across organizations. He is also a PCORI methods merit reviewer and an 
Associate Editor for Pharmacoepidemiology and Drug Safety. He serves on the NESTcc Active Surveillance 
Task Force, the AMCP-BBCIC Scientific Advisory Committee, and is active in Duke-Margolis Real-World 
Evidence Collaborative activities. 
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Frederic Resnic, MD, Dr. Resnic serves as the Chairman of the Department of 
Cardiovascular Medicine at the Lahey Hospital and Medical Center, a teaching affiliate 
of Tufts University School of Medicine. Beyond his clinical training in cardiovascular 
medicine, Dr. Resnic holds degrees in engineering from Duke University, and Medical 
Informatics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He is an active clinical 
interventional cardiologist, participating in the development and evaluation of 
numerous cardiovascular devices used for a variety of cardiac conditions. Dr. Resnic 
has led NIH and FDA funded research programs exploring the automated surveillance 
of medical device and medication safety as well as automated quality surveillance for 
hospital and physician performance. Dr. Resnic has published over 70 articles and book 
chapters related to the quality and safety of medical procedures and devices. 

Nilay Shah, PhD performs research focused on studying and improving the health care 
delivery system. Dr. Shah has an ongoing research agenda for evaluating alternative 
models of chronic disease care delivery, medication adherence in chronic disease, 
policy implications of shared decision making and disparities in care. Other areas of 
ongoing research include optimizing treatment decisions in diabetes, decision analytic 
modeling of diagnostic strategies across a spectrum of diseases, evaluating the evidence 
base for quality measurement. Dr. Shah also has extensive experience working with 
large databases such as the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS), National 
Ambulatory Medical Care Survey (NAMCS), and various payor and provider-based 
administrative data. Dr. Shah also has extensive experience with and continues to work 
on various topics related to pharmaceutical policy. 

 
Art Sedrakyan, MD, PhD, is a Professor at Weill Cornell Medical College and is also 
leading the FDA Medical Device Epidemiology (MDEpiNet) Coordinating, Science and 
Infrastructure Center. At Cornell, he directs the Institute for Health Technologies and 
Interventions. He is a trained CT surgeon and a graduate of Johns Hopkins University 
with a Ph.D. in Health Policy and Management. He worked in the Government for five 
years before joining Cornell University. Prior to appointments at the government he 
worked in the United Kingdom and has registry research, evidence synthesis and 
teaching experience from Royal College of Surgeons (RCS) of England and London 
School of Hygiene (LSHTM). He is currently serving as the Vice-Chair of Medicare 
Evidence Development & Coverage Advisory Committee (MEDCAC) and is serving 
on MEDCAC from June 1, 2010. Dr. Sedrakyan is also the Vice-Chair of the IDEAL 

initiative with special interest/leadership area in devices and co-editor-in-chief of BMJ Surgery, 
Interventions, & Health Technologies. He initiated (with Dr. Danica Marinac-Dabic) and is principal 
investigator of the FDA’s International Consortium of Orthopedic Registries and International Consortium 
of Cardiovascular Registries (ICCR). 
 

Mr. Colin O’Neill is an Assistant Director in the Division of Spine Devices at FDA. He 
has a Master’s degree in Biomedical Engineering and specific expertise in 
orthopedic device evaluation, regulatory science, clinical trial design, project 
management, and Orthopedic SMART device policy. 
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Vince Devlin, MD is the Chief Medical Officer in the Office of Health Technology 6, 
Office of Orthopedic Devices at the FDA, Center for Devices and Radiological Health. 
He joined FDA in 2010 as a Medical Officer in the Posterior Spine Devices Branch in 
DOD and assumed responsibility for the review of a diverse range of orthopedic devices 
with a focus on spinal devices intended for use in pediatric and adult populations. Dr. 
Devlin completed premedical studies at Columbia University and received his Doctor 
of Medicine degree from the State University of New York (SUNY)-Downstate 
Medical Center in Brooklyn, New York. He completed orthopedic residency training at 
SUNY Downstate-Kings County Medical Center where he developed a career interest 
in spinal surgery. Following completion of medical training and orthopedic spine 
fellowship training, he developed an active clinical practice related to the diagnosis and 
treatment of disorders involving the cervical, thoracic and lumbar spine in both pediatric 

and adult patients. He is a member of various professional societies including the American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgeons, the North American Spine Society, and the Scoliosis Research Society. 
 

Danica Marinac-Dabic, MD, PhD, MMSc, FISPE serves as the Associate Director 
of the Office of Clinical Evidence and Analysis, at the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), Center for Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH).  Prior to this position she 
was the Director of the CDRH Division of Epidemiology. Dr. Marinac-Dabic has over 
twenty-five years of experience in obstetrics, gynecology, perinatal epidemiology, and 
regulatory science and surveillance settings. Under Dr. Marinac-Dabic’s leadership, in 
2010 FDA/CDRH launched its Medical Device Epidemiology Network (MDEpiNet) 
Initiative to develop national/international infrastructure and innovative methodological 
approaches for conducting robust studies and surveillance to improve medical device 
safety and effectiveness understanding throughout the device life cycle through Public 
Private Partnership with academia and other stakeholders. Dr. Marinac-Dabic also leads 
the development of the  International Consortium of Orthopedic Registries (ICOR) 

Initiative (launched in 2011) focusing on development and utilization of distributed model of over 30 national 
and international orthopedic registries as well as  International Consortium of Cardiac Registries (ICCR) in 
2013 and International Consortium of Vascular Registries (ICVR) in 2014,  designed  to  expand collaborative 
work between international cardiovascular registries and integrate it into medical device regulatory science, 
active surveillance and comparative effectiveness and safety research. Dr. Marinac-Dabic serves as a Fellow 
of the International Society of Pharmaco-epidemiology and Therapeutic Risk Management (ISPE), FDA 
Principal and the member of the Executive Operations Committee of the MDEpiNet Public Private 
Partnership, member of the Steering Committee of the STS/ACC Transcatheter Valve Therapies (TVT) 
Registry, National Breast Implants Registry (NBIR) and Oxford-based IDEAL Collaborative, EXCITE 
International Collaborative and International Consortium of Breast Registry Activities (ICOBRA). From 
2015-2018 Dr. Marinac-Dabic has led the Registry Working Group at the International Medical Device 
Regulators Forum (IMDRF) to develop essential principles for international convergence of registry-
generated data for regulatory decision making.  Since 2017, she leads the PCORTF- funded effort to establish 
Women’s Health Coordinated Registry Network.  She authored several book chapters, several dozens of 
manuscripts and has given hundreds of invited presentations on various topics in the fields of medical device 
epidemiology and surveillance, registry development and utilization for medical device research, innovative 
methods for evidence synthesis and comparative effectiveness and safety research. Prior to coming to FDA, 
Dr. Marinac-Dabic garnered experience in obstetrics, gynecology, and epidemiology in the academic and 
hospital settings as well as teaching experience in academic environment. 
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Kevin Bozic, MD, MBA, FAOA, FAAOS, is a board-certified orthopedic surgeon as 
well as the Executive Director of UT Health Austin’s Musculoskeletal Institute. He 
specializes in pain and inflammation of the hip and knee and has over 15 years of 
experience as an adult reconstructive surgeon, focusing on simple and complex 
primary and revision hip and knee arthroplasty. Additionally, Dr. Bozic is a professor 
and serves as the Chair of the Dell Medical School Department of Surgery and 
Perioperative Care. Dr. Bozic has extensive research and policy experience in the 
growing field of value-based health care, focused on implementation and evaluation 
of value-based payment and delivery models. He is nationally recognized and has been 
actively involved in numerous regional and national health policy initiatives, including 
Chair of the American Joint Replacement Registry Steering Committee, the Yale 
Center for Outcomes Research and Evaluation Performance Measurement Group, the 

Institute for Health Care Improvement, and the Joint Commission Technical Advisory Panel. He is also the 
co-founder and former Chair of the California Joint Replacement Registry, past Chair of the American 
Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons Council on Research and Quality, and a former member of the Agency 
for Health Care Research and Quality Effective Health Care Stakeholder Group. 

Elise Berliner, PhD is the Director of the Technology Assessment Program at the 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). The Technology Assessment 
Program provides technology assessments to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) to inform Medicare coverage decisions and other policy issues. Prior 
to joining AHRQ, Dr. Berliner worked as a consultant to pharmaceutical and medical 
device companies on cost-effectiveness and outcomes research, technology assessment 
and reimbursement planning. Dr. Berliner also has several years of experience in 
research and development at a number of innovative medical technology companies. 
She was a Congressional Fellow at the Office of Technology Assessment. Dr. Berliner 
received her Ph.D. in biophysics from Brandeis University. 
 

 
Joseph P. O’Brien, MBA is President & CEO of the National Scoliosis Foundation, 
an internationally recognized patient organization focused on early detection and 
treatment, giving help & hope to families for more than four decades. Joe received 
his MBA from Babson College and is an accomplished business professional, health 
care educator, and patient advocate. He has had extensive collaboration with the 
research and medical community on a global basis for the conservative management 
and acute health care for chronic spinal deformities with a special focus on the cause, 
prevention and cure of adolescent idiopathic scoliosis. Joe was appointed by the FDA 
in 2011 as an SGE Patient Representative on the Advisory Panel for the Centers for 
Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH) and Drug Evaluation & Research (CDER) and 
has participated on approximately 20 panels. Joe is a scoliosis patient who has had six 

spinal surgeries and is one of fifteen family members with this spinal disorder, including three of his five 
children. 
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Patricia D. Franklin, MD, MBA, MPH is Professor in the Department of Medical 
Social Sciences at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine. After 
graduating from the University of Rochester School of Medicine in 1983, Dr. Franklin 
completed a residency in Preventive Medicine and a fellowship in Health Services 
Research that emphasized large database analyses, inter-disciplinary chronic care 
models, and cost and outcome assessment. In 2003, Dr. Franklin transitioned to a full-
time research position focused on knee and hip osteoarthritis and total joint replacement 
outcomes. Dr. Franklin currently serves as Principal Investigator on a program project 
award from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Function and Outcomes 
Research for Comparative Effectiveness in total joint replacement (FORCE-TJR). She 
is also PI of a NIAMS-funded RO1 intervention study of a behavioral intervention to 
optimize patient functional outcome following total knee replacement and co-

investigator on the UMMS Clinical Translational Science Award and multiple informatics studies. Finally, 
Dr. Franklin is a core faculty member in the PhD in Clinical and Population Health Research and holds a 
joint appointment in the UMMS Department of Quantitative Health Sciences. 
 

Michael Vitale, MD specializes in the non-operative and operative treatment of 
complex pediatric scoliosis and other spinal disorders, and performs approximately 200 
scoliosis procedures every year, half of which are in children less than 8 years of age. 
In addition to his clinical practice, Dr. Vitale serves as director of the Pediatric 
Orthopaedic Research Group and leads the clinical research team in their efforts, which 
are often funded by multi-year grants, published in leading medical journals, and 
presented at national and international conferences. Under Dr. Vitale’s leadership, the 
group has published over 150 peer reviewed publications in the field.In recognition of 
his clinical and academic leadership, Dr. Vitale has received numerous national awards 
from the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America including the Arthur H. 
Huene Memeorial Award, the Angela M Kuo Award Young Investigator Award, the 
Robert Hensinger Scientific Paper Award, as well as the Hansjorg Wyss Research 

Award, the Frank Stinchfield Research Award, the Rosamond Kane Award in Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgery, 
and the Harrison Mclaughin Award.Dr. Vitale also serves numerous roles in the national governance of the 
field – currently serving on the Board of Directors of the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America, 
chairing the International Pediatric Orthopaedic Society, leading the efforts of the Scoliosis Research Society 
on Advocacy for Unmet Needs of Children for Pediatric Medical Devices, serving on the Executive 
Committee of the Children’s Spine Study Group, and is a Member of the prestigious International Pediatric 
Orthopaedic Think Tank. 

 

Peter  Newton, MD, is a pediatric orthopedic surgeon with 25 years of practice who 
specializes in the care of childhood and adolescents with spinal deformities. He 
completed his undergraduate training in Bioengineering at UCSD before getting his 
medical degree from Southwestern Medical School in Dallas. He returned to UCSD for 
his orthopedic training and was back to Dallas at TSRH for his pediatric orthopedic 
fellowship. He joined the pediatric orthopedic group at the Children’s Hospital San 
Diego in 1994 and is the chief of the Orthopedic division at Rady Children’s Specialist 
in San Diego California. He is also a clinical professor in the department of Orthopedic 
Surgery at the University of California, San Diego. He is a past president of the Pediatric 
Orthopedic Society of North America and the Scoliosis Research Society. His clinical 
interests have been focused on novel treatments for scoliosis including: thoracoscopy 

in anterior thoracic spinal surgery, posterior methods designed to maximize the 3-dimensional correction of 
scoliosis as well as fusionless methods of spinal growth modulation. He leads the well-recognized Harms 



7 

Study Group in their effort to produce influential multicenter scoliosis research and is president of the 
foundation, Setting Scoliosis Straight. In addition to clinical outcomes research, his laboratory has been 
involved in the basic science of spinal growth, biomechanical studies related to implants and 3-dimensional 
imaging methods and quality improvement. Dr Newton is committed to advancing the field through 
excellence of clinical care, education of future generations and innovative research. 

 

Anthony L. Asher, MD, FAANS, FACS is Co-Medical Director of the Carolinas 
Healthcare System Neuroscience Institute and is Neurological Surgery Residency 
Program Director at Carolinas Medical Center. He is also Clinical Professor in 
Neurosurgery at the University of North Carolina, Carolinas Medical Center and 
Vanderbilt University. Dr. Asher attended Wayne State University School of Medicine, 
where he was awarded one of the original Howard Hughes Medical Institute Research 
Scholarships. After two years of general surgery training at the University of Michigan 
Hospitals, he served as a Staff Fellow in the Surgery Branch of the National Cancer 
Institute, NIH, before returning to Ann Arbor to complete a neurosurgical residency. 
Since the completion of his residency training, Dr. Asher has been a member of the 
Charlotte, NC based Carolina Neurosurgery and Spine Associates where his primary 

practice interests include neuro-oncology, stereotactic surgery, trigeminal neuralgia and minimally invasive 
spine surgery. Dr. Asher is recognized nationally for his development of advanced care, clinical research and 
other academic efforts within the context of a large community practice, and for his contributions to 
neurosurgical education. He has led the development of several novel programs in neurosurgical education 
including the CNS Neurosurgical Forum, Integrated Medical Learning, and the Self-Assessment in 
Neurological Surgery (SANS), the latter of which has become an integral component of the ABNS 
Maintenance of Certification. 

Steven Glassman, MD, completed his undergraduate and medical school training at 
Princeton University, New Jersey and the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia 
University in New York.  He completed his orthopaedic residency at Columbia 
Presbyterian Medical Center in New York followed by a Spine Fellowship at 
Leatherman Spine Fellowship Program in Louisville, Kentucky.  He is a staff physician 
at Norton Leatherman Spine Center, Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery, University of 
Louisville and Past President of the Scoliosis Research Society. Dr. Glassman 
specializes in adult and pediatric spine deformity surgery including scoliosis, kyphosis, 
revision surgery, cervical and lumbar degenerative diseases of the spine. Dr. Glassman 
is the AAOS Co-Chair of the American Spine Registry Executive Committee.  

 Yelizaveta (Lisa) Torosyan, MD, PhD is a General Health Scientist in the Division 
of Epidemiology of the Center for Devices and Radiological Health at FDA 
(DEPI/CDRH/FDA). Prior to coming to FDA, Dr. Torosyan garnered 
multidisciplinary expertise involving epidemiology, molecular biology, genetics and 
bioinformatics. A physician by training, Dr. Torosyan started her career in the 
academic and hospital setting, treating pediatric patients and teaching medical 
students. As a an MD/PhD scientist with clinical background and NIH basic research 
experience, she was involved in cross-disciplinary research projects on population 
genetics, epidemiology, pathophysiology, and treatment of genetic inflammatory 
disorders, cancer, and other pathologies. Her ‘omic research in particular was focused 
on the selection of candidate markers based on bioinformatics approaches utilizing pre-
existing open-source data for hypothesis generation and data cross-validation. After 

joining FDA in 2012, Dr. Torosyan applied her clinical background and research expertise to the regulatory 
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review and research pertaining to various devices and in vitro diagnostics and involving the broad areas of 
orthopedics, rheumatology, pulmonology/anesthesiology, cancer, and diabetes. As a reviewer, she conducts 
reviews for the mandated Post-Approval Studies and Postmarket Surveillance (522 Section) Studies. As a 
member of the Metal-on-Metal, Pre/Post-Market Balance, Infrastructure working groups and signal 
management teams, she contributes to the device-related gap analysis, HIVE-based infrastructure 
development, and detection of potential safety signals. She is also involved in the MDEpiNet-affiliated 
activities on expanding conventional device surveillance by incorporating Translational Epidemiology 
approaches and developing the national infrastructure for postmarket surveillance of medical devices. Dr. 
Torosyan’s regulatory research is aligned with Precision Medicine initiatives and is specifically aimed at new 
evidentiary approaches integrating non-conventional (e.g., ‘omic) data and developing an in 
silico framework for identification of new endpoints, markers, and risk predictors for more predictive 
evaluation of real-world device performance. Dr. Torosyan shared her experience and research findings in 
FDA-affiliated as well as national and international meetings such as the International Conference of 
PharmacoEpidemiology (ICPE). She authored and co-authored peer-reviewed publications in journals such 
as Cell, American Journal of Human Genetics, Proteomics Clinical Applications, Cancer Research, 
Oncogene, and Clinical Orthopaedics and Related Research. 

Robert Nelissen is a professor of orthopaedics and chairman department Orthopaedics 
(Orthopedics, Rehabilitation medicine, Physiotherapy) of the Leiden University 
Medical Center (LUMC). Apart from this, he is Medical Delta Professor at Delft 
University of Technology, department of Biomechanical Engineering since 2016. 
 
 
 

 

Sahlee Sabala is a Regulatory Health Project Manager in the Office of Health 
Technology 6, Office of Orthopedic Devices at the FDA, Center for Device and 
Radiological Health. She has over 10 years of public health experience in both local and 
international settings and developed strategies in enhancing program operations with 
strong emphasis on health interventions and prevention to improve quality of life 
through collaboration with multi-cultural environment. She joined the FDA in 2016 and 
worked as a project manager in the Center for Tobacco Products and served as a 
Contracting Officer's Representative managing multi-million-dollar tobacco research 
contracts. In 2018, she joined CDRH as a project manager and developed process 
improvement in managing sponsor's meeting request and lead the first OHT6 Strategic 
Planning for FY 2020. 

Jeff Dunkel has 20+years of leadership and medical industry experience in medical 
device, hospital research, pharma, diagnostics, innovation, federal engagement, payor 
modeling, and patient care. He has a proven track record of success with both small start 
ups and fortune 500 mainstays. Jeff has advised and mentored dozens of innovative 
companies with concepts to advance patient care. Jeff is honored to represent NuHope 
as the CEO and help their best in class team lead the country in outcome success. In 
addition to standard CEO responsibilities, Jeff will continue to lead communications 
with our federal partners (White House OSTP/ONCDP, CMS, FDA, VA, NIH, HHS, 
Congress, Senate), the many associations to advance innovation access, our payor and 
employer partners, and our community thought leaders. 
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Jens Jorgensen, MD, FACS is the Medical Director for the Society for Vascular Surgery 
Patient Safety Organization, a vascular surgeon at the Maine Medical Center, and a 
professor of surgery at Tufts University School of Medicine. Dr. Jorgensen is a vascular 
surgeon who has been in practice for over 25 years at Maine Medical Center (MMC) in 
Portland, Maine.  During that time, he has served as Chief, Division of Vascular Surgery, 
Director, Vascular Center at MMC, Medical Director of the Vascular Laboratory, and led 
a 12 person multi-specialty surgical practice. He rose to the rank of Professor of Surgery, 
Tufts University School of Medicine and served as President of the New England Society 
of Vascular Surgery.  He has performed over 5000 major vascular operations.  He has 
written many scholarly articles published in peer reviewed journals.  He is a frequent 
invited speaker and has been visiting professor at multiple prestigious academic medical 
centers.  He has received multiple academic and teaching awards.  A lectureship on quality 

at MMC was named in his recognition.  Over the past few years, his academic interest has focused on 
outcomes analysis, risk stratification and quality improvement.  He was a founding member of the Vascular 
Study Group of New England which has transitioned into the Vascular Quality Initiative (VQI).  The VQI is 
a registry-based quality improvement effort with over 3000 participating providers (surgeons, radiologists, 
and cardiologists) from over 500 centers with over one half million patients in the registry. The VQI registry 
has served as a resource for multiple patient care and quality improvement initiatives, as well as efforts to 
reduce resource utilization.  Data from the VQI registry has been the source of over a hundred academic 
presentations and publications.  He was appointed Medical Director of the VQI, a position he currently holds 
while maintaining a busy clinical practice. 
 

Pierre-Francois D’Haese holds two master’s degrees in Electrical Engineering and 
Business Administration. In addition, D’Haese conceived and became the key architect 
of the CranialCloud system as part of his Ph.D. He co-founded Neurotargeting in 2007 
and successfully secured a five-years funding from the NIH to translate this technology 
to create a product that would impact patient care. To date, his vision led to the largest 
and most efficient system to index data from patients suffering from brain disorders, such 
as Parkinson's or Epilepsy. This system has been distributed globally and connects expert 
centers across the world to use experience gathered from past patients to guide the therapy 
of future ones. Besides his role as the CEO of Neurotargeting, Pierre D’Haese holds a 
faculty position at Vanderbilt University as Research Assistant Professor in Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science, as well as in Neurological Surgery. No matter what 
position he is in, Pierre-Francois D’Haese always thrives on being a visionary leader in 

the neurology space so that progress never ceases to happen, making the brain disorders more and more 
bearable for the patients and their families.  
 

Yelena Yesha, PhD is a Visiting Distinguished Professor at the University of 
Miami, Department of Computer Science, and the Chief Innovation Officer and head of 
International Collaborations for the Institute for Data Science and Computing (IDSC). In 
this role, Dr. Yesha assists faculty in engaging government and industrial partners to 
collaborate with the University and consults faculty on developing research ideas into 
innovations. Dr. Yesha is also a tenured Distinguished University Professor at 
the Department of Computer Science and Electrical Engineering at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County, and she is the Director of the National Science 
Foundation Center for Accelerated Real Time Analytics (CARTA). She received her 
B.Sc. degrees in Computer Science and in Applied Mathematics from York University, 
Toronto, Canada, in 1984, and her M.Sc. degree and Ph.D. degree in Computer Science 

from The Ohio State University in 1986 and 1989, respectively.Dr. Yesha has published 11 books as author 
or editor, and more than 200 papers in prestigious refereed journals and refereed conference proceedings, and 
she has been awarded external funding in a total amount exceeding 40 million dollars. She is currently 
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working with leading industrial companies and government agencies on new innovative technology in the 
areas of cybersecurity and big data analytics with applications to electronic commerce, climate change, and 
health. Dr. Yesha is a fellow of the IBM Centre for Advanced Studies. 
 

Vahan Simonyan, MS, PhD has a scientific background in Chemistry, Physics and 
Mathematics, Nanotechnology and Quantum Statistical Thermodynamics, 
Biotechnology and Biomedical Informatics. He currently serves as a Senior director of 
Bioinformatics at the CRISPR Therapeutics, Chief Scientist at the WHISE consortium 
and as a Professor of biostatistics and Bioinformatics at the George Washington 
University. Vahan is a prolific author of publications in physics, chemistry, quantum 
chemistry, nanotechnology, biotechnology, population dynamics, and bioinformatics. 
His accomplishments in academic and R&D technology carriers have been 
complemented with the success of technology leadership and executive roles at NIH and 
FDA where he established large-scale and complex, science-heavy R&D infrastructures 
capable of serving worldwide communities for research and regulatory purposes. 


